THE LEISURED CLASSES
rational enjoyment from such occupations as presiding at functions, or holding social gatherings, or   attending   or   getting   up   popular   lectures. Their   purse   is   open,   but   they   do   not   know when and how to open it to works  of popular philanthropy.     Sometimes  on account of ignorance of social conditions their charity is wasted on barren soil.    Sometimes advantage is taken of them,  if,  indeed, the process to which they are subjected   should   not   be   called   blackmail.    In any  case,  they  are  not able  to put their  own personality into  the  scheme  they  wish  to   aid, and the gift without  the  giver may be charity, but   it    is    not   philanthropy.     There    are    no theatres to which they could go for amusement which would show them the mirror of life,  as it is lived with its chequered lights and shades. 1 They cannot travel much, because their physical energies  are spent  by the  time  they  arrive  at mature  age.    The climate, too,  has undermined their constitutions.    It has often struck me that if Cicero's ideas in his  essay on  old age were adapted for their special behoof, they might find a great deal to amuse themselves with, in spite of their  general  languor.    If little   schemes   of public amelioration which they could grasp, and over which they could  grow  enthusiastic,  were started, not requiring too  much  in the way of brains,   but   capable   of  utilising  their   matured experience of business-, they could fitly take part with those who help to move the wheel of the